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IN THE CLAIMS 

Applicants provide the foUowing complete listing of aU the claims in the application that 
shows the status of all pending claims and markings to show current changes: 

1. (Currently amended) A trocar system comprising: 

a cannula having an elongate cannula body, the cannula body including medial and distal 
portions thereof having a first diameter and a proximal portion thereof connected to the medial 
portion and having a second diameter, the second diameter being larger than the first diameter; 
and 

a trocar having an elongate trocar body for extending through the cannula, the elongate 
trocar body having a sharpened distal end portion, a medial portion thereof including a first 
section having a first diameter and a second section having a second diameter smaller than the 
first diameter, a proximal portion having a third diameter, the third diameter bei^g larger than the 
first diameter, a handle connected to a proximal end portion of the trocar body for gripping of 
and handling of the trocar by a hand of a user, and a shield slidably mounted to the medial 
portion of the trocar body and having a tubular-shaped shield body that substantially surrounds 
the second section of the medial portion of the trocar body and having a fourth diameter being 
equal to or less than the third diameter and biased by biasing means in an extended position so 
that a distal end of the shield coveringly protects the sharpened distal end of the trocar body until 
pressure is applied thereagainst so that the shield slidably moves toward the proximaJ portion of 
the trocar body in a retracted position, # > ft brndng moano pojitioncd - Gubotontially bot^v o ui -m i 
O M in rinrf n co of tlic :. ui io ii J .. ^ minn nfthn ^.nAir^] pn^,>Ti n f fh r . f rn n n r b ndy .lu d a ft iapu i l iuau r 
an inner oiurfacc of the tubulai^ shapod chiold bod>' and - extonding botween and m contact with a 
diotal portion of tho firot aootion of t hn m o dial portion o f tl . o uoc gj body aiid a proximal i >oi-thB 
of tliti ohiold 3top, and a shoulder extending radially inwardly from a second portion of the inner 
surface of the shield body to define a shield stop positioned to provide a stop for the shield body 

when in an extended position, the hin-ririo m^.r,. p^e,-.;^..^ -i Tibstantiallv hetween an f».tpr 
surface Of thft .second gectioti nf the medial nor^ nn nf the tmcar hnHy and a first nnrrir^, of 
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2. (Canceled). 

3. (Previously Presented) A trocar system as defmed in Claim 1, wherdn the shield stop is a first 
shield stop, wherein the trocar body further includes a trocar body transition region located 
between the medial portion of the trocar body and the proximal portion of the trocar body, the 
transition region having an outer surface extending outwardly from the medial portion to the 
proximal portion and defming a second shield stop when the shield is biased to the retracted 
position, and wherein the shield body is biased by the biasing means so that when pressure is 
applied to the shield body, the shield body slidably moves toward the proximal portion of the 
trocar body and contacts the second shield stop when in a fully retracted position. 

4, (Canceled). 



5. (Previously presented) A trocar system as defmed in Claim 1. wherein the shaipened distal 
end portion includes a pyramidal tip and a base having a fifth diameter, the fifth diameter being 
larger than the fourfli diameter of the medial portion of the trocar body. 

6. (Previously presented) A trocar system as defmed in Claim 1, wherein the shield body has a 
distal end which extends beyond a distal end of the shaipened distal end portion of the trocar 
body, wherein the shield stop is a first shield stop, and wherein a second shield Stop is connected 
to the trocar body and cooperates with the shield body to provide an auxiliary stop for the shield 
body when moving to the retracted position. 
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7. (Previously presented) A trocar comprising: 

an elongate trocar body for extending through a cannula, the elongate trocar body having 
a sharpened distal end portion, a medial portion thereof having a first diameter, and a proximal 
portion having a second diameter, the second diameter being larger than the first diameter, the 
medial portion includes a first section having the first diameter and a second section having a 
fourth diameter smaller than the first diameter; 

a handle connected to a proximal end portion of the trocar body for gripping of and 
handling of the trocar by a hand of a user; 

a shield slidably mounted to the medial portion of the trocar body and biased by a biasing 
means in an extended position so that a distal end of the shield coveringly protects the sharpened 
distal end of the trocar body until pressure is applied thereagainst so that the shield slidably 
moves toward the proximal portion of the trocar body in a retracted position, the shield having a 
third diameter equal to or less than the second diameter, the shield has a mbular-shaped shield 
body tiiat substantially surrounds the second section of the medial portion of the trocar body, the 
biasing means is positioned substantially between an outer surface of the second section of the 
medial portion of the trocar body and an inner surface of the tubular-shaped shield body; and 

a shoulder extending radially inwardly from the inner surface of the shield body to define 
a shield stop positioned to provide a stop for the shield body when in an extended position, and 
the biasing means extends between and is in contact with a distal portion of the first section of 
the medial portion of the trocar body and a proximal portion of the shield stop. 

8. (Canceled). 



9. (Previously presented) A trocar as defined in Claim 7, wherein the shield stop is a first shield 
stop, wherein the trocar body further includes a trocar body transition region located between the 
medial portion of the trocar body and the proximal portion of the trocar body, the transition 
region having an outer surface extending outwardly from the medial portion to the proximal 
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portion and defining a second shield stop when the shield is biased to the retracted positioned, 
and wherein the shield is biased by the biasing means so that wiien pressure is appHed to the 
shield body, the shield body sHdably moves toward the proximal portion of the trocar body and 
contacts the second shield stop when in a folly retracted position. 

10. (Canceled). 



11. (Canceled). 

12. (Canceled). 

13. (Previously Presented) A trocar as defined in Claim 7, wherein the handle includes a distal 
handle portion having a fourth diameter and a proximal handle portion having a fifth diameter, 
the distal handle portion connected to the proximal portion of the trocar body to provide handling 
of the trocar by a hand of a user, lie fifth diameter of the proximal handle larger than the fourth 
diameter to provide gripping of the handle by the user. 

14. (Canceled). 

15. (Previously presented) A trocar comprising: 

an elongate trocar body having: 

a sharpaaed distal end portion adapted to extend through a cannula, 

a medial portion including a first section having a first diameter and a second 
section having a second diameter smaller than the first diameter, 

a proximal portion having a proximal first end portion, a proximal second end 
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portion having a third diameter larger than the first diameter, and an elongate body 
portion extending between the prwdmal first end portion and the proximal second end 
portion, and 

a transition region located between the first section of the medial portion having 
the first diameter and the proximal portion having the third larger diameter to define a 
first shield stop positioned to provide a stop for the shield body when in a fijlly retracted 
position; 

a shield having a proximal shield end, a distal shield end, and a shield body extending 
therebetween slidably mounted to the medial portion of the trocar body and biased by biasing 
means in an extended position so that the distal shield end coveringly protects the sharpened 
distal end portion until pressure is applied thereagainst so that when pressure is appUed to the 
shield body the shield slidahly moves toward the proximal portion of the trocar body and 
contacts the shield stop when in the fiilly retracted position, the shield body substantially 
suiromiding the second section of the medial portion of the trocar body, the biasing means 
positioned substantially between an outer surface of the second section of the medial portion of 
the trocar body and an inner surface of the shield body and extending between and in contact 
with a distal end of the first section of the medial portion and the second shield stop; and 

a shoulder extending radially inwardly from an inner surface of the shield body to define 
a second shield stop positioned to provide a stop for the shield body when in an extended 
position. 



16. (Previously presented) A trocar as defined in Claim 15. wherein a pin member is connected 
to the trocar body and cooperates with the shield body to define a second shield stop to thereby 
provide an auxiliary stop for the shield body when moving to the retracted position. 
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17. (Previously presented) A trocar as defined in Claim 15, Mer comprising ahandle including 
a distal handle portion having a fourth diameter and a proximal handle portion having a fifth 
diameter, the distal handle portion connected to the proximal first end portion of the proximaJ 
portion of the trocar body to provide handling of the trocar by a hand of a user, the fifth diameter 
of tlie proximal handle larger than the fourth diameter to provide gripping of the handle by the 
user. 
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